
Construction of a Hospital 

in Bihar, India

AarambhJyoti

June 13, 2019, Barbara Engeli Aarambh Jyoti



Bihar: State in north eastern India. 

Araria: District in Bihar

Background
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Araria (Bihar, India)

Population: 3 Millions

Literacy rate: 54%
Culture: Bihariand Bengali
Languages: Hindi(first), Urdu(second)

Area: Ruraland agrarian. 
Population living in rural area: 94%
Population living below poverty line: 40%
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Issues & Healthcare situation Bihar

Å Decades of chronic poverty (World Bank, 2016)
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Å Acute shortage of basic amenities and
infrastructure from villages to the district level
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Issues 
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Bihar is India­s most flood-pronestate. ArariaDistrict, is drained by the river Kosi. Each year people 
in the district are affected by floods, which due to a lack of support systems, result in various 
communicable diseases among the poor. 4



Issues
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Å 75% of households in Araria use crop residueas its 

main source of energy for cooking

Å Over 65% of village householdshave no access to 

electricity
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Issues
Aarambh Jyoti

Types of fuelused for cookingin Araria(Census, 2011):

Å Crop residue (75%)
Å Firewood (17%)
Å Cow dung cake (8%)

Burning agricultural biomass residue is a major health 

hazard, as it produces a large number of toxic pollutants that 

are emitted into the air. 
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Healthcare situation Bihar
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Å75% of health infrastructure & medical 

manpower are concentrated in urban 

areas. 

Lack of health infrastructure in Bihar

ÅCommunity health centers: 200 instead of 

800

ÅPrimary health centers: 1830 instead of 

3000. 



Healthcare situation Bihar
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Wide range of health issues:

ÅTuberculosis, Malaria, Cancer, 
Diabetes, Mental illness, Accidents 
and injuries

Diseases and illnesses have a devastating impact on mortality in rural areas.
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Vision and Values
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Core Values:
ÅCompassion
ÅQuality commitment
ÅRespect for humanity
ÅProfessionalism 

Our Vision: 
To provide solid medical care at 
affordable prices for the entire 
community
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Finances

Aarambh Jyoti

Funds collected so far: 50 kCHF
Å Fundament
Å Walls

Funds missing: 350 kCHF: 
Å Completion of the hospital
Å Solar panels

Other commitments: 
Å CHUV in Lausanne offers the equipment
Å Shipping of equipment (20 kCHF) by a private company


